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lengthen and the print should gradually decrease to 16 or
14 point, but finally should not be less than iz point.
For example:
High in the house is a swing for the
monkeys.1
"Stop,  stop!"   cried  the  clowns  as they ran
quickly after the ponies.2
Bpld, clear type of correct size with adequate spacing
between the words and between the lines is essential for
correct discrimination of visual patterns of words. If the
reader is at all doubtful of this, let him present a number
of pupils, between the ages of 6+ and 8+, with type-
'written material to read, and then present similar material
printed in suitable 14 point type. The increase in rapidity
and accuracy of word recognition, particularly with the
average and slow readers, is most marked. It is not only
the size of the print that makes a difference, but the spacing
between the letters, the words and the lines.
The question of spacing brings us to another important
finding in the psychology of reading. Photographs of the
eyes during reading show that the process consists of a
series of eye movements and eye pauses. Nothing is read
while the eyes are in motion, but only during the momentary
pauses. The number and length of these pauses depends
on the age of the reader and the difficulty of the material.
Children make more movements and pauses in reading a
line than do adults, and there is always a great increase in
eye movements as the reading material increases in difficulty
for particular reading ages. Thus, nine-year reading material
given to a pupil of reading age seven greatly accentuates the
1  (14 point).    Book II, " Happy Venture Readers,'* p. 45.
2  (12 point).    Book IV, " Happy Venture Readers," p. 39